
Northside Equip | Foundations: OT Overview
Numbers



Review: Leviticus

➢ The Lord provided a sacrificial system and priests to atone 
for Israel’s sins and maintain His holy presence among a sinful 
and unclean people.

➢ 5 Main sacrifices: 3 for Atonement, 2 for Fellowship

➢ Nadab and Abibu showed that wrath will come on a sinner or 
a substitute.

➢ The Day of Atonement atoned for all Israel’s sins once a year.

➢ The holiness code showed Israel how to be holy in the 
promised land.



Preview: Numbers

➢ Plot: Israel moves on from Mt. Sinai toward the 
Promised Land. When Israel refuses to enter and 
fight for the land, the LORD disciplines them with 
forty years in the wilderness.

➢ People: Moses, The Israelites, Balaam and 
Balak



Num 1-10 | Leaving Sinai

➢ Num 1: The LORD 
commands a census of the 
people. 
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Num 1-10 | Leaving Sinai

➢ Num 1: The LORD commands a census of the people. 

➢ Num 2: The LORD arranges the tribes of the camp.

➢ Num 3-10: The camp is prepared and purified, and 
Israel leaves Sinai. 



Num 10-21| Internal Threats: Complainers and Cowards

➢ Num 11: The Israelites 
complain about food.

➢ Num 12: Miriam and Aaron 
complain about Moses. 

➢ Num 13-14: The people are 
too cowardly to enter the land, 
and the LORD judges them.





Num 10-21| Internal Threats: Complainers and Cowards

➢ Num 16: Korah and his 
men rebel against Moses 
and are judged. 

➢ Num 20: Moses sins and 
is judged at Meribah.

➢ Num 21: The Israelites 
grumble against Moses and 
are judged with serpents.



Num 21-36 | External Threats: Kings and Prophets

➢ Num 21: Israel begins 
to defeat kings near the 
Promised Land.

➢ Num 22-24: Balaam, a 
pagan prophet blesses 
Israel.

➢ Num 26: A new census 
is taken, and God’s 
judgment is fulfilled.





Num 21-36 | External Threats: Kings and Prophets

➢ Num 21: Israel begins to 
defeat kings near the Promised 
Land.

➢ Num 22-24: Balaam, a pagan 
prophet blesses Israel.

➢ Num 26: A new census is 
taken, and God’s judgment is 
fulfilled.

➢ Num 27: Joshua succeeds 
Moses.



The Wilderness Generation as an Analogy for Us

➢ Hebrews 3:16-4:2, 11-13

➢ The call for us is to believe the 
promises of God in order to 
enter His rest. 
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