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Paul's First Missionary Journey

Antioch, Salamis, Paphos, Perga, Pisidian Antioch,
lconium, Lystra, Derbe (Returning: Lystra, Iconium,
Pisidian Antioch, Perga, Attalia, Antioch)

Paul's Second Missionary Journey
Jerusalem, Antioch, Syria, Derbe, Lystra, Iconium,
Pisidian Antioch, Troas, Neapolis, Philippi,
Amphipolis, Apollonia, Thessalonica, Berea,
Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Caesarea, Jerusalem

Paul's Third Missionary Journey
Antioch, the region of Galatia and Phrygia,
Ephesus, Philippi, Corinth, Troas, Miletus,
Patara, Paphos, Tyre, Caesarea, Jerusalem

Jerusalem, Caesarea, Sidon, Myra, Fair Havens,
Malta, Syracuse, Rhegium, Puteoli, Rome



* Wealthy port city

* Rebuilt and re-established by Roman freedman
in 44 BC

* Known for its bronze, many temples, and loose
sexuality
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Introductory Information — Corinthian Letters

Date

Purpose

53 Or 54 AD

Paul writes to correct the
Corinthians’ spiritual, social, and
ethical errors and sins. Paul shows
how the Gospel is the answer for
every need.

54 or 55 AD

Paul writes the Corinthians again to more
deeply explain the New Covenant, defend his
ministry, and confront false teachers who have
come to Corinth.

Divisions, Sexual Purity, Interactions The True Nature of Christian Character and

with Pagan Culture, The Church
Gathering, The Resurrection

Leadership, Generosity, False Teachers




I Corinthians — Problems and Gospel Solutions

Divisions > The Corinthians
within the have developed
Corinthian  yphealthy loyalty
?é‘ﬁ‘srcll;) and tribalism

‘ toward their

favorite teachers
and have started
divisions among
themselves.
(1:10-17)
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(1:10-17)
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I Corinthians — Problems and Gospel Solutions

Divisions » The Corinthians » The Gospel is a foolish message in worldly terms
within the have developed and leaves no room for our boasting except in

Corinthian unhealthy loyalty Christ. (1:18-31)

(Céll?rclh ) and tribalism
S-1°4 toward their

favorite teachers

aI.ld }}ave started The Holy Spirit teaches Christians, but we harm the
divisions among temple of the Spirit when we create factions over
themselves. teachers. (2:6-3:23)

(1:10-17)

Our faith should not rest in the wisdom of men but
in the power of God, the Gospel itself. (2:1-4)

The Gospel creates real relationships with teachers
who are servants and spiritual fathers, so we should
follow them instead of creating factions around
celebrity teachers we don’t know. (Ch. 4)
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Sex
(Chs. 5-7)

» The Corinthians are
allowing and boasting
in sexual immorality
within their church.

(5:1-2)

Some Corinthians
have swung to the
other side of the
pendulum and are
believing that it is
good to abstain from
sex altogether. (7:1)

» The Corinthians should excommunicate this

>

unrepentant person because Christ the Passover Lamb
has been sacrificed to create a pure people. (5:3-13)

The Corinthians should be pure because they are
members of the Body of Christ. (6:12-20)

Marriage is a good gift in God’s design that channels
our sexual desires in a holy and fruitful way (7:2-5). It
reflects the Gospel (Eph 5:22-33), and is a domain for
the Gospel to be shown to others (7:10-16).

Singleness is its own blessing and calling that Paul
highly esteems and allows the single person to give
more undivided attention to the Lord (7:6-9, 25-40).

In Christ, all of our callings (singleness, marriage, etc.)
are to glorify Him. (7:17-24).
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» Jesus Christ 1s Lord of all, and all the earth is His.
The idols are nothing. Therefore, it is not
inherently evil to eat the meat (8:4-6).

» However, not all possess this knowledge. Some
Christians who have former associations with
1dol worship might have their consciences
wounded. Unbelievers may see you eat the meat
and think Christians can worship any gods (8:7-

13, 10:27-30).
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Interacting > Some » Jesus Christ is Lord of all, and all the earth is His.

with the Corinthians are T}Le idols1 are Illothing.};l‘herefore, it is not

pagan eating meat inherently evil to eat the meat (8:4-6).

;;l(l)t::l.fl the Sacrlfl(éed to > However, not all possess this knowledge. Some
pagan 1dols, Christians who have former associations with

church. and the 1dol worship might have their consciences

(Chs. 8-10) Corinthians are  Wounded. Unbelievers may see you eat the meat

and think Christians can worship any gods (8:7-

split on if this is 13, 10:27-30).

acceptable or

not. (8:1-3) > Therefore, the operating principle on whether to
eat or not, or to do anything that you have the
right to do, is to consider God’s glory, the love of
neighbor, and what will help the Gospel spread

(0:19-23; 10:31-11:1).
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Disorder, > Female dress and » The Gospel reveals order and honor, and
Distracti speech: Some of the Christians should honor God by honoring the
1stracuon, Corinthian women are order he has established. (11:1-5)

and dressing and speaking
Divisions at in ways that are

the worshi immodest and dishonor
P their husbands.

gathering (11:1-16, 14:33b-35)

(Chs. 11-14)
Lord’s Supper » The Lord’s Supper is not about our pleasure and
behavior: Some of the appetites; it is a reverent moment of
rich are getting drunk remembering the Gospel. (11:23-28, 27-32)
and full while poorer
church members are » The Lord’s Supper is about the unity of the
hungry during the Body, not the pleasure of individual members,
Lord’s Supper. so wait for each other (11:33-34).
(11:17-22)
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Distraction, Some ofthe
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Divisions at using sp1r1tua1.g1fts
h . that God has given
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egos and reputation.

(12:31)
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Disorder, » Spiritual Gifts: » The one Holy Spirit gives us each diverse
Distraction, Some of the gifts, and we all have need of each other’s
Corinthians are oifts. No one’s gifts make someone

and
using spiritual gifts superior than another. (12:4-31)

Divisions at .
h . that God has given
the worship . hot to build up > Our spiritual gifts are given to us to build

gathering the body, but to up the Body of Christ. Our spiritual gifts

(Chs. 11-14) build up their own are useless if we don’t operate by the
egos and reputation.  central Gospel principle of love. (12:7,

(12:31) 13:1-13)

> God is a God of order, so believers should
worship in decency and order when they
gather so the church is built up and non-
believers can sense the power of God
among the people of God. (Ch. 14)
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False > Some » The resurrection is absolutely central to
doctrine Corinthians the Gospel. No resurrection, no salvation
concerning  are denying or hope. (15:1-5, 13-19)
the , Christ’s
resurréction  ..cyrrection > The resurrection body is a mystery that
(Ch. 15) from the dead  cannot be fully comprehended and that
and hope makes us steadfast and immovable.
Christians’ (15:50-58)
resurrection
from the dead.

(15:12, 35)




Since 1 Corinthians...
* Paul has had a “pamful visit” (2 Cor 2:1)
* Paul has sent a “severe letter” (2 Cor 2:3-4)

* So-called “Super Apostles” have crept into the
church and turned many of the Corinthians
against Paul.
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The true > The Corinthians » The true Christian life is about union

character  gre still obsessed  with Christ, including sharing in His

of ﬂ}e . with power, sufferings. (1:3-6)

Christian  \y0q)th skill,

hfi impressiveness, » The true Christian life 1s not about

(Chs.1-7) 25 markers of having sufficiency in yourself, but having
“success” in the  sufficiency through the Spirit. (2:14-3:6)
Christian life.

» The power of God is displayed in our
weakness. (4:7-12)
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The true » The » Jesus’s work for us in the Gospel gives

character Corinthians us the blueprint for generosity in our

of Gospel initially showed  lives as Christians. (8:8-9)

Generosity  jnierest in

(Chs. 8-9) Paul’s offering > Gospel generosity is an overflow of joy
for the and God’s grace in the heart of a
suffering believer. (9:6-8)
Christians in
Jerusalem but > A Gospel confession that leads to Gospel
have faltered. generosity will lead to Gospel

thanksgiving in many. (9:11-15)




I Corinthians — Problems and Gospel Solutions

The true > The
character and (Corinthians
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The true > The » Paul’s credentials are better than the

character and  Corinthians super-apostles—especially his sufferings.
qualifications  have been (11:21-30)

of Christian swayed by
l(cz,;lders the so-called » Paul has had greater spiritual
S- 10-13) Super experiences than any, but the real show
Apostles and  of his authority i1s God working through
are in his weakness. (12:1-10)
spiritual
danger. » Christ will judge the Corinthians, so they
should examine themselves. (13:1-5)
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