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• Provenance: Probably Corinth (staying with Gaius; Rom 16:23a)

• Date: AD 56–57 (shortly before Paul’s planned disaster relief 
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• Audience: Roman Christians (both Jews and Gentiles)
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Introduction

• Purpose: Clarifying his Gospel in light of OT promises and his 
special mission to the Gentiles (Rom 1:1–5, 16–17; 15:14–16), 
preparing them to receive him and support his mission to Spain 
(Rom 15:24)

• Thesis: God has been faithful to all His promises in the Gospel, 
and thus all who believe it—both Jew and Gentile—will have 
eternal life (Rom 1:16–17).
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Adapted from the ESV’s paragraph breaks and John D. Harvey’s 
EGGNT commentary
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1. The Gospel shows God’s justice as He 
justifies us by faith in Jesus (Rom 1–4).

• Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Gospel 
delivers on God’s promises to Abraham and David, who were 
justified by faith and forgiven their sins (4:1–25, esp. 22–25).

• Doxology and Devotion: The Gospel does not make God 
compromise but shows His perfect power, justice, and mercy. 
Don’t be a heathen or a hypocrite; be humble!
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us from the penalty, power, and presence of  sin 
(Rom 5–8).
• Because we have the Spirit of Christ, our sin does not condemn 

us or control us (Rom 8:1–17, esp. 1–2).

• The Spirit intercedes within us and Christ intercedes for us in 
heaven until we are someday freed from suffering and 
glorified forever (Rom 8:18–39, esp. 29–30).

• Doxology and Devotion: You could not have been more of a 
sinner when God saved you, so you cannot be more secure 
than you are now in the Spirit. Live like sin is dead to you 
because you are alive in God’s love!
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3. The Gospel fulfills God’s promise to save 
everyone who believes—His elect from every 
nation (Rom 9–11).
• God has not failed to uphold His promise to Israel, because the 

promise was always that He would save those who believed and 
destroy those who did not (Rom 11:1–10, esp. 1–2).

• Gentile believers should not be arrogant toward Jews, since we are 
all saved by grace and He will save Jews who repent (Rom 11:11–
32, esp. 22–23).

• God’s plan is glorious and perfect because He is glorious and 
perfect (Rom 11:33–36).

• Doxology and Devotion: You are saved because God said He would 
save you, and God keeps 100% of His promises 100% of the time. 
Marvel at Him and give Him all the credit!
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27).
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4. The Gospel transforms God’s people, who 
serve Him spiritually and send the Gospel to 
the nations (Rom 12–16).
• As God’s spiritual people, we show familial love and hospitality 

to our brothers and sisters in Christ, honoring those who labor 
well but avoiding false teachers and division-makers (16:1–24, 
esp. 17–20).

• As God’s spiritual people, we will be strengthened by God 
Himself for His glory (16:25–27).

• Doxology and Devotion: God empowers you with material and 
spiritual blessings so that you can serve others and glorify Him. 
Let brotherly love flow from you in patience, deference, 
generosity, hospitality, and affection!
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Conclusion

Doxology and Devotion: God is showing His righteousness to the 
world through the Gospel of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, who saves us by grace through faith, gives us His Spirit, 
fulfills all God’s promises, and transforms us together with His 
people. 

What plastic prize could distract us from this treasure?
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